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NEWS RELEASE
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
ODNI News Release No. 11-20
April 30, 2020

Intelligence Community Statement on Origins of COVID-19

WASHINGTON, D.C. - The Office of the Director of National Intelligence today
issued the following Intelligence Community (IC) statement:

“The entire Intelligence Community has been consistently providing critical
support to U.S. policymakers and those responding to the COVID-19 virus, which
originated in China. The Intelligence Community also concurs with the wide
scientific consensus that the COVID-19 virus was not manmade or genetically
modified.

“As we do in all crises, the Community’s experts respond by surging resources
and producing critical intelligence on issues vital to U.S. national security. The IC
will continue to rigorously examine emerging information and intelligence to
determine whether the outbreak began through contact with infected animals or if
it was the result of an accident at a laboratory in Wuhan.”
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DEFENDANT’S ACCEPTANCE

‘The preceding statement is a summary, made for the purpose of providing the Court with
a factual basis for my guilty plea to the charge against me. It does not include all of the facts
Kknown to me regarding this offense. I make this statement knowingly and voluntarily and
because I am, in fact, guilty of the crime charged. No threats have been made to me nor am I
under the influence of anything that could impede my ability to understand this Statement of the
Offense fully.

vt et i sl I have read every word of this Statement of the Offense, or have had it read to me.

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA Pursuant to Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 11, after consulting with my attorneys, I agree
and stipulate to this Statement of the Offense, and declare under penalty of perjury that it is true
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA Criminal No.: and correct.
v. Violation: 18 U.S.C. § 1001 (False

Statements) l/y;:—
MICHAEL T. FLYNN, Date:_ 13/ 3¢ [1F RO —
Michael T. El
Defendant. Defend:

ATTORNEYS’ ACKNOWLEDGMENT

STATEMENT OF THE OFFENSE

- . . 1 have read this Statemenit of the Offensc, and have reviewed it with my client fully. 1
Pursuant to Federal Rule of Criminal Procedure 11, the United States of America and the concur in my client’s desire to adopt and stipulate to this Statement of the Offense as true and

defendant, MICHAEL T. FLYNN, stipulate and agree that the following facts are true and accurate.

accurate. These facts do not constitute all of the facts known to the parties concerning the / Z i
Date: ! [3 )H\ -

charged offense; they are being submitted to demonstrate that sufficient facts exist that the
Robert K. Kelner

defendant committed the offense to which he s pleading guilty. Attorney for Defendant
1. The defendant, MICHAEL T. FLYNN, who served as a surrogate and national e
security advisor for the presidential campaign of Donald J. Trump (“Campaign”), as a senior Stephen P. Anthorty L/B
Attorney for Defendant

member of President-Elect Trump’s Transition Team (“Presidential Transition Team”), and as

the National Security Advisor to President Trump, made materially false statements and

omissions during an interview with the Federal Burcau of Investigation (“FBI”) on January 24,

2017, in Washington, D.C. At the time of the interview, the FBI had an open investigation into 2016 ﬂzﬁgﬁ;’;ﬁ EEJ ﬁ% L@ﬁu’ig‘% Y ﬁg M( < E ) ﬁ/_ﬁi ﬁ\z %E /Hﬁ %_II_
the Government of Russia’s (“Russia”) efforts to interfere in the 2016 presidential election, 2 EE kY % A N I N Ne et == .

including the nature of any links between individuals associated with the Campaign and Russia, xj{{/ﬁé%;?%ﬂ% ( :,E )\ 'T—L qﬁw .mﬁ P ﬂi% E\Z: /Al ﬁ% i;:

N -/ = N

and whether there was any coordination between the Campaign and Russia’s efforts. @ 7MK {é %Ei TE' }I J:EE {EX B$ AL 3l RIE A }@ Z Té X %ﬂ 1’ N

RN smem | A = k] S

2. FLYNN's false statements and omissions impeded and otherwise had a material G ;JZ%& [O]FR3E /7\Q£ 58 % El /fﬁﬁ %&ﬁﬁ Eﬂl'ﬁ% 7'7"

impact on the FBI's ongoing investigation into the existence of any links or coordination ;#;E"\] :J[HJ %TE’T’E ° ( Photo Credit: Gage Skidmore, httpS//

www.flickr.com/photos/gageskidmore/30020745053 )
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